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ISSUES WITH OLDER HOMES

?
Did you know? 
Age is subjective when it comes to 
houses, but an unwritten rule is that 
if a home is 50 years or older it’s 
considered “old” and a home built 
before 1920 is considered 
“antique.” There are many factors 
that can contribute to the condition 
your potential dream home may be 
in, and thankfully most can be 
caught during the home inspection 
phase of the buying process.
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OLDER Homes Come with Certain risks. 
WHAT ARE THE POTENTIAL PROBLEMS?
There is nothing like the warm charm of an older home.  
But before your clients fall in love with the architectural accents, 
consider these common concerns with homes built prior to 1970.

  Roof Leaks - Water intrusion is a major issue with older 
homes. Check for water spots on ceilings and walls and 
dampness along rafters when scouting attic spaces.

  Foundation Issues - Beware of doors and windows that 
do not close properly as well as cracks in walls, especially 
over doors and windows, as they may be signs of major 
foundation concerns.

  Old Wiring - Most older wiring does not present a risk if 
maintained, however ungrounded conditions, improper 
modifications and amateur home owner repairs can lead 
to certain fire and safety hazards.

  Poorly Insulated Windows - Adding up in heating and 
cooling bills as well as being a source for moisture and 
mold, older windows can cost upwards of $5,000 to replace.

  Inefficient Heating and Cooling - Decaying window units 
run higher utility bills, while the lack of ductwork can lead 
to high costs when replacing with new HVAC systems.

  Galvanized Supply Lines & Cast Iron Waste Lines - 
Low water pressure, corrosion and leaks might be 
indicators of a big repair bill looming over the horizon.

  Environmental Hazards - Asbestos, lead and radon 
are all major concerns to your family’s health and well 
being. Having an older home properly tested for these 
substances is highly recommended by the experts.

Seven Typical Issues with Older Homes:
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